
FROM THE PRESIDENT
By Barbara Keating

CELEBRATING 30 YEARS OF LIFELONG LEARNERS!
October 30, 2025, will mark the 30th anniversary of the founding of the Mankato Area Lifelong Learners. A 
committee of seven co-chaired by Dave Janovy and Eddice Barber met on that day in 1995 and decided to 
organize some classes designated as “MSU for Seniors.” In the last three decades, we grew to 250 members, 
experienced the pandemic drop to 150, and now have 244 members. We adopted our mission “to promote 
vitality in later years,” now have a half-time office manager and enjoy a wide range of educational and social 
activities. Help us celebrate this milestone by joining the anniversary planning team or by sharing your stories 
and ideas. Please e-mail Colleen.

MANKATO AREA LIFELONG LEARNERS 
Excerpt from Minnesota State Mankato Today Magazine Article by Joe Tougas

“Launched by MSU Faculty, The Community Group for  
  Adult Learners Continues Toward a Fourth Decade.”

“For those in the Mankato area who believe learning goes on well past diplomas or degrees, Lifelong Learners 
has been a source of good material for nearly 30 years. Launched by a former MSU faculty member, Lifelong 
Learners is an organization of area residents age 55 and older who enjoy getting together around seminar-
like presentations on all types of topics, from biology to the Beatles. There are deep-dive presentations as 
well as book clubs, teas, dinners and film screenings. It’s a way to socialize and grow intellectually, members say.”

(The rest of this article can be found at: https://link.mnsu.edu/mankato-lifelong-learners)

WELCOME NEW MEMEBERS! WE LOOK FORWARD TO MEETING YOU!
Daniel Levin 

Chuck Frost

Diane Frost 

Cynthia Rossow 

John Rassieur

Darrell Jodock 

Jane Jodock 

Marla Feikema 

Kristen Markiewicz 

Bob Ihrig 

Gail Ihrig

Marlene Engman 

Janet Jones 

Steven Jones 

Annette McGinness 

Don McGinness

Trish Reedstrom 

Mary Kendall 

Denise Luehmann 

Joel Luehmann

Barbara Kirsch 

Alice Weed 

Harold Weed 

Gretchen Taylor 

Geraldine Mik
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GREAT DECISIONS 2025
The Mankato Area Lifelong Learners Great Decisions group meets on the second 
Wednesday of the month from April to November, primarily at Pioneer Bank. The 
local program gets its speakers through Global Minnesota, which is the Minnesota 
sponsor of the nationwide Great Decisions program run by the Foreign Policy 
Association. There are groups like ours across the country which meet to discuss 
topics selected by the Foreign Policy Association. The topics selected for next year 
are as follows: American Foreign Policy at a Crossroads; U.S. Changing Leadership 
of the World Economy; U.S. China Relationships; India – Between China, the West, 
and the Global South; International Cooperation on Climate Change; The Future of NATO and European 
Security; AI and American National Security; and After Gaza – American Policy in the Middle East. With 
a new and norm changing President about to take office, this should be an interesting year for the Great 
Decisions discussions. Please consider joining the group. Membership signup starts in February and should 
be completed by March so that briefing books can be ordered. The cost is $50 for the 8 sessions and 
includes the Foreign Policy Association Briefing Book, which sells for $35 if purchased from the Foreign 
Policy Association. Money from the registration is also used to provide a small honorarium to the speakers, 
most of whom travel to Mankato from the Minneapolis area. (GD Committee chair: Georgia Holmes)

SHARE YOUR IDEAS FOR PRESENTATIONS
The Presentations Committee is always looking for exciting and engaging topics to 
enrich our Lifelong Learners community. Do you have an idea for a presentation 
topic and/or know someone who would make a great speaker? We’d love to 
hear from you! Whether it’s a subject you’re curious about, a speaker you 
admire, or someone with a unique story to share, your input is invaluable. Email 
your suggestions to the Chair of the Presentations Committee, Steve Gilbert, at 
sgilbertphd@gmail.com

SENIOR TRIPS - MANKATO AREA COMMUNITY ED
Chanhassen Theater - “Grease the Musical” – Wednesday, March 5, 2025.
Register by February 3, 2025. Lunch is included. Cost is $130.00.

American Swedish Institute private tour and buffet lunch - Friday, April 25, 2025.
Register by March 21, 2025. Lunch is included. Cost is $99.00.

   Go to: https://link.mnsu.edu/registration

SAVE THE DATE - APRIL 11, 2025
The US Holocaust Museum’s traveling exhibition on Americans and the Holocaust 
will be coming to the Minnesota State University Mankato’s Memorial Library from 
late March-April 2025. A private exhibition tour for Lifelong Learners members will 
be on Friday April 11, 2025, at 2:00 pm. The tour will be followed by a speaker.

VALENTINE’S DAY TEA - FEBRUARY 14, 2025
You are invited to join your Lifelong Learner Friends for a Valentine Afternoon Tea 
on February 14, 2025, 2:00- 4:00 p.m. at the Curiosi-Tea House, 1745 Commerce 
Drive, North Mankato
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Coupon worth one free admission to one 
presentation for a non-member 55+ guest.

Coupon must be surrendered with sign-up
Please print guest name in the box below.

Do not reproduce. Expires 3/31/25

Coupon

Invite a guest to a presentation this quarter!



Mankato Area Lifelong Learners
129 Morris Hall • Mankato, MN 56001

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:
(Check your e-mail, Mankato Area LLL website, or 
current Facebook page for updates.)

Great Courses - The Life and
Art of Vincent van Gogh:
Jan. 7- Jan. 21, 2-4 pm
Pathstone Latitude, 115 Rogers St.

Norwegian Emigration/
Immigration - U.S. HIST 430:
Offered for audit at MSU Mankato
January 13 - May 9, 2025
8-9:40 a.m. Tuesday, Thursday
Taught by Dr. Kyle Ward

To audit fill out the senior citizen
status application form found at
the bottom of this linked page:

https://link.mnsu.edu/audit-course

Valentine’s Day Tea
Friday, February 14, 2-4 p.m.
Curiosi-Tea House 
1745 Commerce Dr, North Mankato

A member of the Minnesota State system and an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity University. This document is available 
in alternative format to individuals with disabilities by calling Accessibility Resources at 507-389-2825, (V), 800-627-3529 or 711 
(MRS/TTY). LFLL001PU 12-24

 To remove your name from our mailing list, call 507-389-2011

OFFICERS:
President

Barbara Keating 
Vice President

Treasurer
Ken Saffert

Secretary
Terry Salerno

Past President
Harriet Plotz

Member At Large
Mary Bliesmer

Larry Nicol 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS:
Admin & Finance

Dave Janovy
Rallah Madison

Great Decisions
Georgia Holmes

Communications 
& Publicity

Presentations
Steve Gilbert

Special Events

SOCIAL GROUP 
COORDINATORS: 

BOOK CLUBS:
BookMarks
Jim Booker

History & Science
Steve Gilbert

Bridge
Mary Bliesmer

500
Joan Stoll

Coffee & Current Events
Steve Gilbert &  

Georgia Holmes

First Fridays Movie & 
Conversation

Steve Gilbert & Ron Yezzi

DINING:
Dinner

Elizabeth Peters &  
Sarah Suskovic 

Lunch
Sue Howard

Sip & Chat
Harriet Plotz

OFFICE MANAGER
Colleen Fritz

129 Morris Hall
Phone: 507-389-2011 

lifelonglearners@mnsu.edu

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Terry Salerno

NOTE: PLEASE CONSIDER A GIFT OF YOUR TIME OR FUNDS TO HELP MANKATO AREA LLL GROW.

We are not alone: The 2024 Nonprofit Leadership Impact Study reports that many nonprofits across the country are 
experiencing both a shortage of volunteers and a decrease in donations. The Lifelong Learners Council is hoping 
to avoid raising membership fees this year by increasing fundraising. If you have some extra funds, please consider 
making a tax-deductible donation to Lifelong Learners. Make checks payable to Minnesota State University, Mankato 
Foundation, specify “Lifelong Learners” in the memo line, and send to: MSU Foundation, 126 Alumni & Foundation 
Center, Mankato, MN 56001. To make a tax-deductible online donation, go to https://engage.mnsu.edu/mall. For the 
QR code, see below. To volunteer, contact Colleen Fritz.

SCAN TO GIVE
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